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APPENDIX B 
PENDING CLAIMS IN CLEAN FORMAT 



32. (Amended) A disk drive device comprising 

\ a suspension structure; and 

\ an actuator having 

\ at least a first electro-active element; 

\ a first conductor in direct electrical contact with said first electro-active 
elem&nt; 

\ second conductor in direct electrical contact with said first electro-active 
element; akd 

an insmatonbonded to said first electro-active element, 

wherein said first electro-active element and said first and second 
conductors are nit m ele^rical contact with said suspension structure, and 

wherein theTiHt electro-active element is located within the actuator so 
that the actuator assumes^ non-planar shape for at least part of the time following 
activation, \ 

wherein said actuator is bonded to saity suspension structure such that in-plane strain in 
said electro-active element is effectively shear-coupled between said electro-active element and 
said insulator, and \ 

wherein said in-plane strain in said insulator t§ effectively shear-coupled between said 
insulator and said suspension structure. \ 

23. The disk drive device of claim 22 wherein said actuator further comprises an inactive 
element. \ 

24. The disk drive device of claim 22 wherein said actuator Wther comprises an enclosing 
layer encasing said electro-active element and said conductors, ancWherein said actuator forms a 
card. \ 
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25. The disk drive device of claim 22 wherein said actuator further comprises at least a 
second ele\tro-active element. 

26. The d^k drive device of claim 25 wherein said first electro-active element is driven in a 
positive orientation relative to its poling field, and said second electro-active element is driven in 
a negative orientation relative to its poling field. 

27. The disk drivadevice of claim 22 wherein said first electro-active element comprises a 
first region and a second region, and wherein said first conductor is in electrical contact with said 
first region and said second conductor is in electrical contact with said second region. 

28. The disk drive devicst of claim 27 wherein said first and second regions of said first 
electro-active element are poled in opposite directions. 



29. The disk drive device of Maim 27 wfy 
electro-active element are poled inVhe same 

30. The disk drive device of claim 22 w! 



rei|i said first and second regions of said first 
direction. 



^rein s^ia insulator is positioned between said 
suspension structure and said electro-a&ive element. 

3 1 . The disk drive device of claim 24 wherein said encasing layer is an electrical insulator, 
and wherein said actuator is bonded to saidVuspension structure with an adhesive layer 
positioned between said encasing layer and said suspension structure. 

32. (Amended) A disk drive device comprising 

a suspension structure; and 
an actuator having 

at least a first electro-active elemeVt; 

a first conductor in direct electrical cVtact with said first electro-active 
element; 

a second conductor in direct electrical convict with said first electro-active 
element; and 

an insulator bonded to said first electro-active element and said suspension 
structure, 
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wherein said first electro-active element and said first and second 
conductors are not in electrical contact with said suspension structure, and 

wherein the first electro-active element is located within the actuator so 
that tfte actuator assumes a non-planar shape for at least part of the time following 
activatiqn, 

wherein said actuator is bonded to said suspension structure such that in-plane strain in 
said electro-active element \s effectively shear-coupled between said electro-active element and 
said suspension structure. 

33. (Amended) A disk driAe device comprising 
a suspension structure; and 
an actuator having 

at least a first ^lectro-active element; 

a first conductor\in direct eJ€ctWcal contact with said first electro-active 
element; 

a second conductor V direct eleo&fcal contact with said first electro-active 
element; and 

an insulator bonded to s\id first electro-active element and said suspension 
structure, 

wherein said first electro-active element and said first and second 
conductors are not in electrical contact with said suspension structure, and 

wherein the first electro-active element is located within the actuator so 
that the actuator assumes a non-planar sha^e for at least part of the time following 
activation, 

wherein said actuator is bonded to said suspension structure su^h that in-plane strain in said 
electro-active element acts on said suspension structure. 




34. (New) The disk drive device of claim 25, w^ein ttye non-planar shape the actuator assumes 
upon activation is generally sigmoidal. 



